
Reviving Your Rig: How to Clean 
Neglected Glassware 

 
We have all been there—life gets busy, and suddenly your favourite water pipe has 
turned from sparkling clear to a murky brown, coated in stubborn resin and hard 
water stains. A dirty piece not only looks terrible but also tastes awful and can 
harbour mold and bacteria. While a quick rinse might work for daily maintenance, 
a neglected piece requires a deep restoration. The good news is that high-quality 
borosilicate glass can almost always be brought back to showroom condition with 
the right chemistry and a bit of effort. A trip to a Smoke Shop Morrow can 
provide the specialised cleaners and plugs needed to tackle even the grime. 

The Holy Grail: Isopropyl Alcohol and Salt 

For resin buildup (the black/brown sticky tar), the classic solution is 91% or 99% 
Isopropyl Alcohol mixed with coarse salt (like kosher salt or sea salt). The alcohol 
acts as a solvent to dissolve the resin, while the salt acts as an abrasive scrubber 
that won't scratch the glass. Pour a generous amount of salt into the base, fill it 
about halfway with alcohol, and cover the openings. This is where "cleaning plugs" 
or caps come in handy—they create a watertight seal so you can shake the piece 
vigorously without making a mess. Shake it like a polaroid picture for a few 
minutes. The salt will scour the walls, scrubbing away the grime as the alcohol 
breaks it down. Rinse thoroughly with warm water. 

Dealing with Hard Water Stains 

Sometimes, after the resin is gone, you are left with cloudy white hazy spots on the 
glass. This is not resin; it is mineral buildup (limescale) from using tap water. 
Alcohol will not remove this. To dissolve minerals, you need an acid. White 
distilled vinegar is the best tool here. Soak the affected glass in pure vinegar for at 
least 6 to 12 hours. For severe staining, you can warm the vinegar slightly (do not 
boil it). After soaking, scrub with a bottle brush and rinse with distilled water. To 
prevent these stains from returning, try to use distilled or filtered water in your rig, 
rather than hard tap water. 

Specialised Cleaners vs. DIY 

https://paradisevapesmoke.com/morrow


While alcohol and vinegar work wonders, there are commercial cleaners (like 
Formula 420 or Grunge Off) designed for speed and convenience. Some of these 
are "shaking" formulas with abrasive crystals included, while others are "soaking" 
formulas that are reusable. Soaking formulas are fantastic for complex percolators 
where salt can get stuck. You simply fill the piece, let it sit overnight, and rinse it 
out in the morning. These products often leave a pleasant scent and contain agents 
that help prevent future buildup. They are slightly more expensive but save a lot of 
physical effort and time, especially for intricate "heady" glass pieces. 

Cleaning Accessories: Bowls and Downstems 

Don't forget the small parts. Bowls and downstems are often the dirtiest parts of 
the setup. Place them in a Ziploc bag with your alcohol and salt mixture and shake 
them. Use a pipe cleaner or cotton swab to get into the narrow restricted sections. 
If a downstem is "stuck" in the joint due to resin lock, do not force it—you will 
break the glass. Gently warm the joint with warm water or a hair dryer to loosen 
the resin before twisting it out. Once everything is clean, lubricate the glass joints 
with a tiny bit of beeswax or joint wax to prevent them from getting stuck again. A 
clean rig is a happy rig, and the difference in flavour will be immediately 
noticeable. 

Conclusion 

Restoring a dirty piece of glass is immensely satisfying. Watching the grime melt 
away to reveal the sparkling artistry underneath reminds you why you bought the 
piece in the first place. By maintaining a regular cleaning schedule and knowing 
how to tackle deep stains, you ensure your glassware serves you well for years to 
come. 

Call to Action Pick up high-strength cleaning solutions, brushes, and plugs to 
make your glass sparkle like new. 

Visit: https://paradisevapesmoke.com/morrow 
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